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said user miPi^ w- • ^ py a ua&r 

CQm P«ing attributes of said available nr.^ 
^***m* ml £l '^^^tosaid attribute- 
query. ^ to tdenttfy programs satisfying^ 

^■(Original) Themethod of claim 1 wherein ^ 

4. (Original) The method of claim i • 

S. (Original) The method of claim 4 further , - • 

terms. supercede said corresponding top-N search 
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6. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of decomposing said 

query to identify attribute-value pairs contained in said query and incrementing a 
counter indicating a number of times each of said attribute-value pairs appears in a 
user query, 

7. (Currently Amended) A method for constructing a query of an electronic program 

guide, comprising the steps of; 

receiving a command from a user initiating said query; 

retrieving one or more prior guery queries performed searches that 
have been executed by said user; and 

generating said query comprised of at least one attribute- value pair 
for each of a plurality of program attributes, wherein at least one of 
said attribute-value pairs is selected based on said prior queries 
ouerv searches. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein said generating step is performed 

automatically in response to said user command. 

9. (Original)The method of claim 7* wherein said user command is a single button elide 

10. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein said at least one of said attribute-value 

pairs selected based on said prior queries is obtained using the top-N search terms 
(where N is a positive number) that have been previously used in a query for said 
attribute, 

1 1 * (Original) The method of claim 1 0, further comprising the step of receiving one or 
more default terms for a given attribute that supercede said corresponding top-N 
search terms. 
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12. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising the steps of decomposing said 

query to identify attribute-value pairs contained in said query and incrementing a 
counter indicating a number of times each of said attribute-value paiis appears in a 
user query. 

13, (Currently Amended) A method for constructing a query of an electronic program 

guide, wherein said query is comprised of at least one attribute-value pair for each 
of a plurality of program attributes, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a command from a user initiating said query; 

retrieving the top-N (where N is greater than or equal to zero) 
attribute-value pairs for each possible attribute based on a number 
of times said attribute-value pairs have previously been utilized in a 
query search that has been executed bv the user: and 

constructing said query with said top-N attribute- value pairs for 
each possible attribute unless a default attribute-value pair has been 
specified for a given attribute* 

14. (Origmal)The method of claim 13, wherein said constructing step is performed 

automatically in response to said user command. 

1 5. (Original)The method of claim 13, wherein said user command is a single button 

dick, 

16. (Original) The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of receiving one or 

more default terms for a given attribute that supercede said corresponding top-N 
search terms. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 13, further comprising the steps of decomposing said 
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1 * A^d) A system for searching an elect™ • 

comprising: § eIeCtromc P™*** guide, 

a memory for storing computer readable code; and 

configured to: 

obtain a list of available programs; 

generate a user query in response to a command byj* 
MB , ^d user query specifying at least one attribute-value 
Pan- for each of a plurality of program attributes, wherein at 
least one of said attributed pains is seIected hased Qn & 



USS; and 



compare attributes of said available programs to said 
attribute-vahepairs in said query to identify programs 
satisfying said query. 

19. (Currently Amended) A system for constructing a query of an electron^ 

guide, comprising: query ot an electrotuc program 

a memory for storing computer readable code; and 

a Processor operatively coupled to said memory, said 

processor configured to: 
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receive a command from a user initiating said 



query; 



retrieve one or more prior ^ 
SS ^^^^ S a m by said user; and 

generate said query comprised of at lea* one attribute, 
vamepair for each of aplurality of program attfibutes 

wherdnatle^oneofsaidatoWvaluepairs is select 
based on said prior ^eriesffijeQ^ch^. 

ot aplurahty ofp rograrn attributes, comprising; 

a memory for storing computer readable code; and 

accessor operatively coupled to said memory, said processor 
configured to; 



receive a command from a user initiating said 



query; 



retrieve the top-N (where N is greater than or equal to zero) 
attribute-value pairs for each possible attribute based on a' 
number of times said attribute-value pairs have previously 

the user; and 

construct said query with said top-N attribute-value pairs 
for each possible attribute unless a default attribute-value 
Pair has been specified for a given attribute. 
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asteptoobtainalistofavaUable 



programs; 



asteptogen«fateanseriqueiyuii5 B q )OBSetoati ^ 
^^^^^ ^ 

"*"*"»•«■«. of sad atlr.W^ , 
CTec "*tll K vthirT|iiri i 



j pairs 



yucry; 
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a step U, gai** m quay of ^ 

wherem a, teas, rae of said ^.va.ua pata 

r guiae, wherein said querv i<? rnm«w nn j « 

or plurality of program attributes, comprisins: 

acompu^^^^^^^ 
-^cri,^^^^^ 

means comprising; e 

a step to receive a command from a user initiating said 
query; s 

aaeprowrlavemerop-NtwoereNia^^^ 
"^^^^^^chposaiWe^ 

ta " 4 -— *•«* said attribme-v.be pairs have 
PX-vw-rylwn utilized in a ^ ^^^ 

SSSaBsdfci^iejissand 

» *P <o obstruct said ,u«ry .a, 3aid 

pain fcr each possible attribute unless a default 
,tt *-«»-»*l-b-i^ l a -fc . -wl 



